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Creative Arts at the Bridge

The Lower Elgin Road bridge hos been used in
several mevies during fhe recent years: 'A Perfaet
World" (1993, Clint Eastwood and Kevin Costner),
Exisfs' (201 3, direcled by Eduardo Sénchez), and
Joe® (2013, Micolas Cage).

It wos also used in two music videos ond featured
in the album art of Grifters & Shills (2010-2014).

Tha bridge website includes details of these
afferds (hig:/flowerelginroodbridge.com)
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Floods of 2015

E-“'Ii." historic Lower Elgin Rood bridge is o Prait
! through-truss bridge that spans Wilbarger
Creek in Bostrop Cownty, Texos. It was
constructad with o group of three other
bridges by the Konsas City Bridge and Iron
Company of Kansas City Missouri in 1888,
The total cost for all four brdges was

1 512,829.00.

! The imihal construction of this bndge provided
! | o bidirectiono| effect on the agricultural,

i economic, and business development of the
area by providing an afferdable and easy
means of transportalion fo enable formers {o
get their crops to market, The expansion of
agriculture in the Ulley, Cedar Valley, and !
Union Hill communities, facilitoted by the
bridge through easy market access for
farmers, provided the farmers with increosed
i income and, consequently, increased ability
to purchaose goods and services in Elgin.

' Increased business demands provided
enfrepreneurial opportunities, leading fo the
development of additional business and
banking estoblishments and to continued
growth in the orea.

| | The bridge was decommissioned in 1997 i
' gffer the construction of o new bridge and :
i ! was closed fo vehicular troffic. It remained E
! open ta pedestrian fraffic until the flood of :
May 2015. Since this flood, o group of i
concerned cifizens hos come logether to I

promote the repoirs of the bridge.

[
[} i
(Rt Aol Sk A g s S B i e g LB e R T

The caniral Texas orea experienced fwo major
flocd events in 2015, both of which domoged
the bridge decking. Recorded roinfall
amaunts ranged between reughly 5.5 and
6.7 in. during one 24-hour penod; the
Colorada River ot Bostrop was 3 ft above
flocd stage. Wilbarger Creek, which usually
flows opproximaotely 30 f below the bridge
decking, weni out of its bonks and overflowed
the bridge, The Nahonal Weather Servce
considers the Moy 26 flood crest on
Wilbarger Creek at Elgin o be on “historic
crest’, As the waoter receded, the domoge lo
fhe bridge decking become apparent. After
the flaad, the bridge wos closed to pedesirian
fraffic becouse of safely concerns.

Like the May fload, the Oclaber flood alse
resulted in an histonc crest on Wilbarger
Creek ot Elgin of 37,10 § on Qctober 31; this
crest wos anly 8% in. below the crest in May.
Allhough the exent of the October flood
wauld have been sufficient fo domage the
bridge decking, it exocerboted the domoge
from the Moy flood; some of the domeged
decking from the May flood washed away in
the October flood. The receding floadwaters
revealed the new damage 1o the decking.

Photos an the right show the pre-flood
condifion of the decking in Januory 2015 and
the decking domage from the May and
Oclober 2015 floods.
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Decking domaoge: October 2015 flood
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